Race and gender differences in cord blood lipoproteins.
Race and gender differences in lipoproteins and apolipoproteins have repeatedly been demonstrated in adults. The same disparities have been observed in children of different race and gender, implying that these differences may be influenced by genetic factors. To further explore this hypothesis, cord blood concentrations of both lipoproteins and apolipoproteins were examined in black and white neonates of both sexes. Results were controlled for the observed effects of gestational age and growth parameters. Similar patterns of lipoprotein differences to those observed in adults and children were also detected between black and white, and between male and female neonates. These findings support the concept that the aetiology of the difference in lipoprotein concentration observed between race and gender groups includes a significant genetic component.